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OF TAE 


T has always bens Eftcent'd, gd God 
= it ever may be the great Blot 
of this Nation, that our Legifla⸗ 

hs conſiſting of three diſtinct Elfmesl 

Kine, Lords, and Com mon, frequently 
met; each having a Negative, each 

poſſeſs'd of Powers, Rights, and Priviledgess 


ſuffcient to maintain their reſpective Autho- 
8 | 3 rities 


"4 Ses 8 n 'F 1 I 
Critics, with Liberty of | propoling Laws, for 
— * Nation great and e by this 
Mage ef Government, no Law can paſs by 
Surprize, 110 N Law Yhat by length of Time, - Or 
Change of Circumſtances is become a Grievance, 
can be long unrepealed ; or any neceſſary Law 
long wanted; forthe two Houſes, of Parl:ia- 
ment art in Effet the Nation, which certainly, 
ſt knows it's own Wants, and we have God 
be thank'd, a gratious Prince on the Throne, 
whoſe Ears are glways open to the Repreſenta- 
pions of his Parllament, his grefteſt Deſire be- 


paſt eee 4 31,6 {0hs 


2 
It is impoſſible for any one, who is the 
leaſt acquainted with Hiſtory, not to hold our 
EConſtitutiongn the higheſt Reyerence, which 
has fo often enabled the People of Great-Brit ain, 
Eapd Jreland, to free themſelves from Arbitrary 
Power, and Eccleft aftical Tyranny, 
. 6 WY M E 2:2, NS ; 5 I" 
la what Melancholy Circamſtances were 

theſe Kingdom beſore the Reformation, when 
almoſt all the Lan and Wealth, were in the 
as of Church-Men; and the Power of Princes 
their Command : For as the old Barons 
of Enelaud, by not being capable of Aleniati- 
bans; increaſed in Wealth, and Power to ſuch 
Pegree chat had there not been Laws made, 
Empowering them to ſell, England muſt have 
been miſerable under an Oligareby; Trade and 
—— . 33 Induſtry, 
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© Induſtry, for ever diſcourag d: So the Church. by 


* 


being always a minor, always capable of Aug. 
mentations, and incapable of Deminutions, and 
the People being preach d, A N and terrify'd 7 
into a gone Stein to ** Was 
iving to whereby the Eccle/taſtzcks 
r N. poſleſſed of great Wealth, Which 
was diſregarded by the Laity, until they att iV 
at ſuch à Pitch of Power, that there was uo 
ſafety but hy ſubmitting to tem. 


If any one preſum'd to oppoſe their Deſigns, 

or diſcover their Impoſtures, he was ſute to fall 
a Sacrifice, to their never cooling Rage and Re- 
ſentment; the Cry of Hereſy was rais d againſt 
him, nor would they ſtop, until they oblig'd 
the Secular Arm, to deliver him to the Flames, 


ſuch wa their Glemency and Mercy ; nay to 


ſuch a Height did their Inſolence grow, that 
when Church-men had committed the greateſt 
Outrages on Lay-men, or were guilty ot the 
moſt Innormĩous Crimes, even Myrtker, they 
would plead the Immunities of the Church, 
in which they were always feconded by the 
Brot her- hood. 22 We 
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It is well known, that in thoſe Times the 
Clergy had many Priviledges, and Encourage- 
ments to commit Felony, c. which. were 
deny d to Lay-men, and (if I am not miſta- 
ken) the Benefit of Clergy now in Uſe, had J 
Mun 2 


£ * 


R þ wits > 


© it's fiſt Riſe from ſomething of this Nature 
© but it's paſt Diſpute that the Churches, an 
pony es were common Places of Refuge, for 

all rhe Ruffians of the nnn 


Bor that which agravated cheſe Evils, and 
E depriy'd the Nation of a Remedy, was the 
OGletgy's having ſo many Seats in Parliament, 
that they could generally ftop any Law, that 
in the leaft tonch'd their exorbitant Privi- 
E ledges, and the many Examples of their keen 
—wunſatiable Revenge, had fo” intimidated the 
Nation, that Gentlemen durft'not be Patriots. 
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But 1 hope this will be a Warning to fu- 
ture Apes, to carb any Power that can kee 
= the Legiſlators in Awe, or prevent the paſſing 
Laws abſolutely, necefary, and highly Bene- 
beial to. the” enim 


That this was the Condition of theſe Lands 
before the Reformation, all our Hiſtories plainſy 
er, particularly Do&@or Burnet's Hiſtory of the 
Reformation; and that it was the ſame in other Po- 
pitch Countries, appears from Brand's Hiſtory of the 
Reformation. in the. Netherlands; and Vertot's 
en of the Revolutiops.of Swerden, 8c. But 
= why thould 1 mention Hiſtories, when ever 
one that has Travilbd can voutch this, nay 


= worſe than this, to be now the Cafe of al 


ich Countries, Where the Clergy have great 
op, 4,6 6 Wealth, 
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"Wealth, and much Power I ſhall only mention 


the Account My. Adiſon gives, of the Bleſſings, 
and Plenty enjoy d by theITALIANS, by Re- 
ſons of hs Millineſs, and: e perl of New | 
| Diruech 1 gr r D 10 | 


4 1 th poor Inhabitant beholde in Vain * 
W © © The- red'ning "Dang and the Fg 
Grain: 
en * leſs he bes the - growing ones and 
024 et Wines, $97 £168 3 
3 Andi inthe Myrtle's fragrant Shade repineg 
34 Starves, in the midſt of Natur rr 
Gutſt, 
And in the Loaden Vineyard dies for Thirſt 


This is a lively Deſcription of the Miſery 
f the poor Ttalians, 55 ſomething like his, 
was the Caſe of theſe "Kingdoms before the 
Reformation; although it muſt be oπ＋ d, that 
"England with in a better Condition, than moſt 
Countries of Furope; for that GLORIOUS Law, 
| thatMagnaCbayta, theStatute ooMORTMAI NE, 
paſs'd in the 67h. of Edward the'tft; preſerv d | 
ſome of the Lands to the Laity;' which: enabled 
them vigourouſly to ſecond” the Reſentment of 
that reſolute Prince Henry the gib. by ſhaking 
of the Papal Uſurpation and all Eccheffaftieal 
Tyranny, which had been a Burthen neither ben, 
nor their Fathers, were able to bear, Long had 
this Opportunity been wilt d for, now it was 


come, 


dome, they were reſoly'd to ſtrike while the 
Iron was hot, and probe the Wound to the 
bottom. In Order to this, the Church-Lands 
were ſeiz d, which had been acquired: by In- 
fluencing the Fears of dying Men, by taking 
Advantage of weak, melancholy, and hippocon- 
driacal Diſpoſitions, by lying, falſe Miracles, 
and groſs; Impoſtures, and by pretending to 

F diſpoſe of future Happineſs. Then was the 
Mionaſtries, c. thoſe vile Seminaties of Idleneſs, 

and Debauchery (all founded under the No- 
tion of Pious Uſes and Charity) demoliſh'd, and 

the Lands reſtor d to their proper owners the 

the Laity, whereby Trade and Induſtry be- 
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- Notwithſtanding, the high and juſt Reſent- 
ment of the King and Nation, yet they rightly | 
judg'd- that a well regulated and maintain'd | 
Clergy, was abſolutely neceſſary for the Re- 
© Roration and Preſervation of Religion, there- 
fore they allotted | ſufficient Revenues, ec. for 
© the Maintainance of both the ſuperior and in- 
ferior Clergy, for they had learn'd by dear 
Experience, that too much Wealth and Power 
more eſfectually ſruſtrated the good Ends pro- * 
pos d by a Clergy, than too little; God grant no 
eber may ever find the ſame Effed, from the 
3 ſame Cauſe. 1 ä 
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The Clergy being now, permitted to marry, | 
and the Biſhops thereby having Families to pro- 
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vide for, they Who ought to have been ** 


amples of Humility and Heavenly Mindedneſs, 
not having the Fear of Cod before their Eyes, 
but being led by the Temptations of this 
World, ſet the Lands, allotted for the per- 
petual Support of the reſpective Sees, at an 
inſignificant reſerved Rent, taking in Propor- 
tion large Fines; by Which means, many of 
the Biſhopricks were reduced to almoſt no- 
thing, and the future Biſhops thereby deprived 
of the Support deſigned by the Nation. 

In this Caſe, the Legiſlative Power inter- 
poſed in Fayour of the Church, and Church- 
men, by making a Law, in the 10. and 11 
Car. 1. Cap. 2. allowing the returning of Im- 
propriations and Gleb- land-; and another the 
ſame Seſſion, Chap. 3. declaring all B:ſbops Leaſes 
. vosdable; which ſhould be ſet under half the real 
Value of the Land, at the Time of ſuch Setting; 
and requiring that a Gounter-part of all ſuch Leaſes 
ſhould be entred in the Reg iſter- Books of ſuch 
Biſhops, &c. for the Benefit of ſucceſſion, &e, 


| This the Parliament did, to.procure a fen! 
table Support for the Clergy, although thereby, 
they expoſed many Families to great and vexa- 


tious Law-ſuits. 05 l 
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low many Laws have ſince paſs d, for 
ga agrandizing the Clergy, by employing conſide- 
Table Funds to purchaſe for them, c. The 
Gentlemen of the long Robe very well know, 
and will no doubt inform the Parliament, When 
ever this Point ſhall come under Conſideration, 

and in Caſe this ſhould be the happy Time, 
the following Queries are humbly offered, ho- 
ping the Reader would be fully ſatisfied with 


the Anſwers he will give, although Arte 
Perhaps with the Queſtions. = 21101 A 2411 


Auer. I. Whether the Evils that have ari- 
ſen in former Times, from any Law, Cuſtom, 
Corporation, or Body Politick; —_ not 8915 be 

"A ing to the e £0! vd-.nom 
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lows 2. Whether when the Reaſon. of 


any Law no longer exiſts, all the propoſed In- | 
tentions being fully anſwered, and the Execu- 
tion thereof ' become a Grievance ; if It ought 


not to be 5 8988 


Ser, 3. Whether the ſmalleſt Biſhoprick 
in this Kingdom, be not now worth above a 
thouland, many above two thouſand, and ſome 
e thoufand Pounds per Ann. excluſive of the 
. ; 'Eines have not then the preſent Biſhops ſuffi- 
= cient Revenues to ſupport their Dignities, pro- 
vide for their Families, maintain Hoſpitality, 


and relieve the Poor? 
f Auer. 4. 


{ 
{ 
| 
| 


| | 11 Free 
Aber. 4. Whether if the Biſhopricks f 
this Kingdom, had been in the flouriſhing Con- 
dition they now are, in the Reign of K. Charles 
the 1 ft. if the Law of the 10. and 117. of his 
Reign, Cap. 3. would have 1 are not the 
Reaſons then, that induced the Parliament to 
paſs that Law, now ceaſed? 


® 4 
Aer: 5. Whether a ſtrict Execution of the 
above- mentioned Law, would not be a moſt 
inſuſſerable Grievance, by ingaging great Num- 
bers in Law, ruining many poor Families, 
and throwing the Nation into the grrateſt 
Confuſion ; and ſince it, is not many Years, 
fince we had too near a Proſpect of all theſe 
evil. Conſequences, ought not the Law to be 
repealed ? £7. ns - N IJ Un 1 
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Auer. 6. As the Law row ſtands. all Bi.” 
ſhops Leaſes ſet under half the real Value, 
at the Time of Setting, being declared v6iq- 

able; and every Renewal, which is generally” 
once in ſeven Years, being a new Setting 

Whether, in that Cafe, an improving Tenant” 

is. not liable to. pay for his Improvements, 

three Times: in one and twenty Years, or 4 

forfeit his Leaſe > Will not this Conſideration 

keep a great Part of the Kingdom unimprovyed> 

ſince no wiſe Tenant will lay out his Mone 
on ſuch Uncertainties ; will not the Pari 
ment then remove all Obſtacles, to the Im 


provgment * 1 


="provement of Land 2; Which are not a little 
= increaſed, by the Terror of a. late famous 
Judgment of b:; Majeſty's Court of Exchequer, 
which has reduced the Tenor of .all Church- 
Lands, to the durante bene; placsto. of the Bi- 


* = 


ſhops, &c. kf 
Auer. 7. Whether any Evil can poſſibly 
gàcerue to the Church, by a Law impowering 
the preſent Biſhops, ec. to make Fee-Farms, 
not diminihing the preſent Rent, the Tenant. 
paying 2: Year's Rent every ſeven Years,, as a 
Fine ; or at leaſt, to ſet abſolute Leaſes. for a 
Term, ſufficient, to encourage an improving 
Tenant? And whether they be not Enemies 
to. ther Church, and particularly to the Biſhops, 
who inſinuate, that they will deny their Con- 
ſent to ſuch a reaſonable Law, which the 
whole Nation crys, for "bor I will ſay, 
abſolutely necelary. and ighly beniticial to 
the Country, that has annex d ſo much Wealth 
and Power to an Office purely, ſpiritual, they 
being Servants. to him who declared, Hi, Ring- 


4 
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dom was not of this World. 


Quer. 8. Since it is. notorious, that moſt 
of the Churches of this Kingdom are very 
= empty, by Reaſon of the great Numbers of 

FPapiſts and Diſſenters , [4 4 nat the Clergy 
then to enquire, whether any Severities will 

ever remedy this Evil, while the Popiſh Fright 
„ an 


4 2 : PP * 2 444 ; 


and Diſentine Miniſters are mort humble, and 
uſe greater Diligence than the Efalliſn d Clergy, 
ſhould not the Conſideration of this take Place 
of any Proje&. for building new Churches, to 
hold ſuch as ſhall, for the ᷑aſe of the Clergy, be 


converted by Ac of Parliament ? ; 


As Unity in Religion, among the Inhabi- 
tants of this poor Hand, would be an inex- 
preſſible Happineſs 3 d I ſhall conclude this 
Paper with offefing, what = appears the 

$e Way of objaining” ſo valuable an End; 
provide a,conftorbleand handſome Support 
fox each Pie rt let it not be in 
his Power d harrals eh igoners in Ecclei- 
| foe Goya mot underſtand; . 
it. co the perional-Pertormance 


vey N y 


dd Bo. WS.) 


it is in moſt civil Imploy- 


enn man | 
Tet there be watt! curalztier ; let there 
be no MinReFenc nc Himſelf too good 


to live among the thatimaintain him, but 
E uſe his EndedVours to make Converts, if he 
has no Hearers 4 Jet no civil Office be given 
to a Clergy-Many to take him off his Duty, 
or render him leſs agreeable to the Country, 


If Clergy-Men would thus make new | 
Churches hey would ſoon be built 


and I am fully pertwaded, that the Church 73 
eſtabliſhed, has Exkellencies ſufficient to n- 
quer all Diſſeniers, give her but an eau, 1 

painful Clergy, * I nn 
FINIS. j 
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